
Living Way Church
welcomes you!



The Power, Purpose & 
Privilege of Prayer

Luke 18:1 Then Jesus spoke a parable to them, 
that menalways ought to pray and not lose 
heart. 



What is Prayer?
.ƛƭƭȅ DǊŀƘŀƳ ǎŀƛŘΣ άtǊŀȅŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƛŦǘ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ 
ƘŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ IŜΩǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ IŜ ƭƻǾŜǎ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ƻǳǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΦέ

Prayer is a gift of God, given by God for 
the purpose of relationship with us.



ÅPrayer is a divine exchange with the Lord.

ÅPrayer is the way we communicate with 
ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΦ

ÅPrayer is a vehicle for requesting the things 
we need from the God who desires to give 
them to us.



How to Pray?



Pray to your Heavenly Father
Talk to the Lord Jesus

Commune with the Holy Spirit

²Ŝ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƴŀƳŜ 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.



Pray in Faith

Mark 11:24
24Therefore I say to you,whatever things you 
ask when you pray, believe that you receive 
them,and you will havethem.



Jesus Told Us to Ask!
Matthew 7:7-11
7ά!ǎƪΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΤ ǎŜŜƪΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ 
find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For every-
one who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to 
him who knocks it will be opened.
11 If you then,being evil, know how to give good gifts 
to your children, how much more will your Father who 
is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!



Jesus Told Us to Ask!
.ƛƭƭȅ DǊŀƘŀƳ ǎŀƛŘΣ άIŜŀǾŜƴ ƛǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ 

answers for which nobody ever 
ōƻǘƘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪΦέ



Pray from Your Heart
Pray earnest heartfelt prayers

like Elijah.



James 5:16b-18
16ΧThe effective,fervent prayer of a righteous 
man avails much. 17Elijah was a manwith a 
nature like ours, andhe prayed earnestly that it 
would not rain; and it did not rain on the land 
for three years and six months.18And he 
prayedagain, and the heaven gave rain, and 
the earth produced its fruit.



Pray from Your Heart
Pour out your heart like David.

Psalm 62:8 Trust in Him at all times, you 
people; pour out your heart before Him; God 
isa refuge for us.Selah



Pray from Your Heart
Pray from the depths of your heart 

like Hannah.
1 Samuel 1:10 And shewasin bitterness of 
soul, and prayed to theLORDandwept in 
anguish.



Pray from Your Heart
Pray big prayers like Jabez.

1 Chronicles 4:10 And Jabez called on the God of 
LǎǊŀŜƭ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άhƘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ¸ƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōƭŜǎǎ ƳŜ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΣ 
and enlarge myterritory, that Your hand would be 
with me, and that You would keepmefrom evil, that 
L Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ŎŀǳǎŜ ǇŀƛƴΗέ {ƻ DƻŘ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ 
requested.



Pray with a glad heart like Mary

Luke 1:46-49
46!ƴŘ aŀǊȅ ǎŀƛŘΥ άaȅ ǎƻǳƭmagnifies the Lord, 47And 
my spirit hasrejoiced inGod my Savior. 48ForHe has 
regarded the lowly state of His maidservant; For 
behold, henceforth all generations will call me 
blessed. 49For He who is mightyhas done great 
things for me, andholyisHis name.



How Not to Pray
Matthew 6:5-8 
5ά!ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǇǊŀȅΣ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 
hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in the 
synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that 
they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to you, 
they have their reward. 6 But you, when you pray,go 
into your room, and when you have shut your door, 



How Not to Pray
pray to your Father whois in the secretplace;and 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you 
openly.7 And when you pray,do not use vain 
repetitions as the heathendo. For they think that 
they will be heard for their many words. 8ά¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ 
do not be like them. For your Fatherknows the things 
you have need of before you ask Him.



How Not to Pray
Like a hypocrite or with vain 

repetitions.



How Not to Pray

Mark 11:25ά!ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎΣ 
if you have anything against anyone, forgive 
him, that your Father in heaven may also 
forgive you your trespasses.

With unforgiveness in your heart.



How Not to Pray

James 4:1-3 NLT  What is causing the quarrels and 
ŦƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ȅƻǳΚ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜǾƛƭ 
desires at war within you?2¸ƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
have, so you scheme and kill to get it. You are jealous 
ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛǘΣ 

With selfish motives.



How Not to Pray

so you fight and wage war to take it away from 
ǘƘŜƳΦ ¸Ŝǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǎƪ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΦ3 And even when you ask, 
ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǿǊƻƴƎ 
τyou want only what will give you pleasure.

With selfish motives.



How Not to Pray
James 1:5-8
5 If any of you lacks wisdom,let him ask of God, who 
gives to all liberally and without reproach, andit will 
be given to him.6 But let him ask in faith, with no 
doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea 
driven and tossed by the wind.7 For let not that man 
suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 
8 he isa double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.

In unbelief.



How Not to Pray
Pray and give up.



Luke 18:1-8
1 Then He spoke a parable to them, that men 
always ought to pray and not lose heart, 
2 saying:ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀ ƧǳŘƎŜ 
who did not fear God norregard man.3 Now 
there was a widow in that city; and she came 
to him, saying,ΨDŜǘ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ 
ŀŘǾŜǊǎŀǊȅΦΩ



4 And he would not for a while; but afterward 
ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ Ψ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ L Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŦŜŀǊ 
God nor regard man,5yet because this widow 
troubles me I willavenge her, lest by her 
Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎƘŜ ǿŜŀǊȅ ƳŜΦΩ έ


