
The Power, Purpose & 
Privilege of Prayer

Luke 18:1 Then Jesus spoke a parable to them, 
that menalways ought to pray and not lose 
heart. 



What is Prayer?
Prayer is a gift of God, given by God for 

the purpose of relationship with us.

Prayer is a divine exchange with the Lord.
Prayer is the way we communicate with heaven to 

ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΦ
Prayer is a vehicle for requesting the things we need 

from the God who desires to give them to us.



How to Pray?

Pray to your Heavenly Father
Talk to the Lord Jesus

Commune with the Holy Spirit

²Ŝ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƴŀƳŜ 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.



Pray in Faith.

Jesus Told Us to Ask!
.ƛƭƭȅ DǊŀƘŀƳ ǎŀƛŘΣ άIŜŀǾŜƴ ƛǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ 

answers for which nobody ever 
ōƻǘƘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪΦέ



Pray from Your Heart
Pray earnest, heartfelt prayers like Elijah. 

Pour out your heart like David.
Pray from the depths of your heart like Hannah. 

Pray big prayers like Jabez.
Pray with a glad heart like Mary.



How Not to Pray
Like a hypocrite or with vain 

repetitions.
With unforgiveness in your heart.

With selfish motives.
In unbelief.



How Not to Pray
Pray and give up.



Who Prays?

Prayer is a Privilege for 
Believers 



Psalm 66:18-19
18If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will 
not hear. 19Butcertainly Godhas heardme; He 
has attended to the voice of my prayer.

John 9:31 Now we know thatGod does not 
hear sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper of 
God and does His will, He hears him.



Prayer is a Personal 
Experience for Believers

Prayer is intentional. 
It is a deliberate pursuit of God. 

Being intentional and deliberate means 
setting aside time ς apart from all the 
demands of life ς to be with the Lord. 



Matthew 6:6 But you, when you pray,go into 
your room, and when you have shut your door, 

Mark 1:35 Nowin the morning, having risen a 
long while before daylight, He went out and 
departed to asolitary place; and there He 
prayed.

Pray in private and talk to God alone.



Psalm 5:3 NLT
3 Listen to my voice in the morning,LORD. Each 
morning I bring my requests to you and wait 
expectantly.

Pray and talk to God first.



Prayer is intentional.
It is a deliberate pursuit of God. 
Being intentional and deliberate 
means setting aside time ς apart 

from all the demands of life ς to be 
with the Lord. 



Hebrews 11:1 NLV Now faith is being sure we will 
get what we hope for. It is being sure of what we 
cannot see.
 

Mark 11:24 Therefore I say to you,whatever 
things you ask when you pray, believe that you 
receivethem,and you will havethem.

The Prayer of Faith



Philippians 4:6-7
6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication, withthanksgiving, let 
your requests be made known to God;7 andthe 
peace of God, which surpasses all understand-
ing, will guard your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus.

The Prayer of Thanksgiving



1 John 5:14-15
14Now this is the confidence that we have in 
Him, thatif we ask anything according to His 
will, He hears us.15And if we know that He 
hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we 
have the petitions that we have asked of Him.

The Prayer of Petition



Hebrews 5:7 who (Jesus), in the days of His 
flesh, when He hadoffered up prayers and 
supplications,with vehement cries and tears to 
Himwho was able to save Him from death, 
and was heardbecause of His godly fear,

The Prayer of Supplication



Matthew 26:36-39
36Then Jesus came with them to a place called 
DŜǘƘǎŜƳŀƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ ά{ƛǘ 
ƘŜǊŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ L Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ37And He 
took with Him Peter andthe two sons of 
Zebedee, and He began to be sorrowful and 
deeply distressed.

The Prayer of Consecration



38Then He said to them,άaȅ ǎƻǳƭ ƛǎ ŜȄŎŜŜŘ-
ingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and 
ǿŀǘŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ aŜΦέ 39He went a little farther and 
fell on His face, andprayed, saying,άh aȅ 
Father, if it is possible,let this cup pass from 
Me; nevertheless,not as I will, but as YouǿƛƭƭΦέ

The Prayer of Consecration



Matthew 18:19-20
19ά!ƎŀƛƴI say to you that if two of you agree 
on earth concerning anything that they ask,it 
will be done for them by My Father in heaven. 
20For where two or three are gathered 
together in My name, I am there in the midst 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦέ

The Prayer of Agreement



1 Timothy 2:1-4
Therefore Iexhort first of all that supplications, 
prayers, intercessions,andgiving of thanks be 
made for all men,2 for kings andall who are 
in authority, that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness andreverence.

The Prayer of Intercession


